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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
Courage, Compassion and Community 
 

This week has been a busy and rewarding one across the school, with many highlights both in and beyond the 

classroom. We were delighted to end the week with another successful Forest School session, where pupils 

enjoyed learning outdoors and connecting with nature. It was also a special opportunity to celebrate Sir David 

Attenborough’s 100th birthday, reflecting on his inspiring work and the importance of caring for our natural 

world. 

 

Details of a competition are included with this newsletter. A project on a fascinating animal - or one that 

fascinates you. We are encouraging children to think creatively and “outside the box” when presenting their 

animal research. Whether through models, posters, presentations, or something entirely unique, we are excited 

to see the children’s ideas come to life. We look forward to sharing and celebrating these projects after the half 

term break. 

 

We have also been pleased to welcome new and visiting members of our community this week. A warm 

welcome to Claire, our new children’s minister, who led a wonderful worship session focused on the amazing 

variety of God’s resplendent creatures. It was equally fantastic to welcome Stephen Bennett on Tuesday, who 

led the second worship in his series exploring the meaning and significance of names. 

 

Behind the scenes, there has been a great deal of important work taking place. I have been working alongside 

experts from the Diocese to refresh our RE provision, while an advisor from Hampshire County Council maths 

team has been supporting our teachers in strengthening maths planning for the second half of the summer 

term. 

 

Finally, our Year 6 pupils are now fully prepared for their SATs next week. They have worked incredibly hard, 

and we are proud of their efforts. We look forward to welcoming them each morning for our traditional 

shared cooked breakfast, offering a calm and supportive start to their day. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Elizabeth Cox 

Headteacher 

 

Celebration 
 

Headteacher Awards 

this week are:                     

Willow - Eliza   

Maple -  Aggie, Harry 

Rowan - Thomas, Rosie 

Oak - Emily, Bertie  

 

Attendance Cup    

This week the  School attendance 

was won by  Maple Class who 

took the cup.  

 

Parent Evening Consultations 
Parents Evenings will be taking place on Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 

20th May this term. You can book online using the Arbor app. It’s 

very simple and will only take a couple of minutes. 

 

Maple Class Phonics Workshop 
Miss B will be running a phonics workshop for parents on Friday May 

15th from 9.30 - 10.30. The aim of the workshop is to inform parents 

about the phonics screening process and Miss B will be sharing with 

parents ways in which they can help their children with certain 

elements of phonics.   



Farewell 

Kevin! 
We are very sadly 

going to say farewell 

to our super caretaker, 

Mr Burden, at the end 

of May. He has been 

at the school for four 

years and his kind 

heart and great sense 

of humour (as well as his leaf blowing skills) will be 

greatly missed. 

If you, or anyone you know, would like to consider 

filling his  shoes please check out our vacancy   on the 

school website.  

William Gilpin Church of England VA Primary School - 

Vacancies  

If you would like to know a bit more about the role 

please get in touch with the school office. 

 

Diary Dates 
 

MAY 

 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th  KS2 SATs 

 

Fri 15th 9.00am Celebration worship  

  - Parents welcome 

 

  9.30 - Phonics Workshop for  

  Maple Class parents 

  

  Maple Class Forest School - PM 

 

Tues 19th  3.30-6.00pm Parent evening  

  consultations  - booking via Arbor 

 

Wed 20th 3.30-6.00pm Parent evening  

  consultations  - booking via Arbor 

 

 

Fri 22nd 9.00am Celebration worship  

  - Parents welcome 

  

  Oak Class Forest School - PM 

 

Mon 25th - Fri 29th May Half Term 

 

JUNE 

 

Mon 1st Return to school 

 

Thurs 4th Founders Day 

 

Fri 5th 9.00am Celebration worship  

  - Parents welcome 

 

  Willow Class Forest School - PM 

 

Sat 6th  School Fete! Save the date   

  and don’t miss it!  

 

Tues 9th Class Photographs (and individual 

  portraits for those absent in Nov) 

 

Fri 12th 9.00am Celebration worship  

  - Parents welcome  

        

  BMX Experience - Walhampton - 

  Year 6 

 

Wed 17th Choir to Summer Concert at  

  Winchester Cathedral 

 

Thur 18th Dan the Skipping Man workshops 

 

Fri 19th 9.00am Celebration worship  

  - Parents welcome 

 

Tues 23rd Cathedral Day - Year 6 

 

Tues 30th  Year 5 Maths Challenge -   

  Priestlands 
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William Gilpin CE Primary School 

Children’s Online Safety 
 

The Children's Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Sou-

za, has published a guide to help parents and carers 

navigate the challenge of managing children's every-

day online habits.  

 

The guide is designed to make difficult conversations 

easier and more regular. The guide covers setting 

boundaries around phone use, talking about harm-

ful content, and building ongoing communication 

that goes beyond a one-off conversation. The voice 

of young people runs through it, including this from 

one teenager: "Don't be afraid to be firm… If you 

are worried your child is seeing harmful content and 

you don't know what they're watching and it's af-

fecting their behaviour, just take it that you know 

best, they don't." 

 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/

resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-orcarers-knew-a-

guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-

digital-lives  
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