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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
Courage, Compassion and Community 

So much to celebrate 

 

The staff in school have done so much to help children learn more and more this term. There's a 

renewed focus on high quality planning, a deepened focus on modelling learning to children and on 

providing the scaffolding that children need to support them to succeed. Additionally, children are 

now receiving more verbal feedback which is helping them to address misconceptions before the end 

of the lesson. 

Because of the staff's hard work and determination to ensure that children's learning does not suffer 

during this year of having multiple changes within the school's leadership, there has been a marked 

improvement in the standard of children's learning this term. 

 

Focusing on the statutory assessments that take place in YR, Y1, Y4 and Y6, there is so much to 

celebrate: 

• The percentage of children on track to achieve a 'Good Level of Development' at the end of 

Year R has risen from 50% to 75%. This would be above the national average. 

• The percentage of children on track to achieve the expected standard in the Year 1 Phonics 

Screening Test has risen from 50% to 83%. This would be slightly above the national average. 

• The children's average score in preparation for the Y4 Multiplication Tables Check has risen from 

16 to 18.5 out of 25. The national average last summer was a score of 21/25. They can do it! 

• The children in Year 6 are making so much progress. For example, in Reading, every single child 

in school in Year 6 is now projected to achieve 100+ in SATs - wow! 

 

The children have shown themselves to be so capable of responding to great teaching. 

 

I know that Mrs Cox has a tremendous plan to build on this work. As we said during the Easter 

Service, every school is getting better or getting worse and we can celebrate that this is an improving 

school where children are getting a better deal week by week. 

 

Thank you to every member of staff. Your commitment and resolve has strengthened school this term 

and established strong foundations for Mrs Cox's ambitious plans to restore William Gilpin as the 

school of choice: a unique place of nurture and academic success that is more than worth the drive. 

 

Music Concert 

Simply, wow. The children wowed us all this week as they presented their final pieces during this 

week's Music Concert. So much focus. So much skill. So much dedication. And so much entertainment. 

Children, you blew us away. 

An enormous thank you to Mr Ivin and Mr and Mrs Thomas who have contributed so much to the 

children's personal development. 

 

Easter Service 

Another huge thank you must go to Mel, Reverend Stephen and Timothy for contributing to such a 

wonderful Easter Service on Thursday. The children's singing was marvellous (thanks to Miss Coxon) 

and the Church Vision Group did a splendid job of telling the Easter story and leading us in prayer. 



 

 

….continued  
Winter is Over 

 

Families, let's not dress it up: you have weathered a tough year where you will have had four 

Headteachers and experienced the natural consequences of that turbulence. However, you have 

done it and you are through the worst of it. The ship is stabilised and the staff are poised and 

waiting to follow Mrs Cox's direction as she takes over permanent position as the Headteacher of 

this remarkable school and unleashes her vision for the future.  

 

In another life, Mrs Cox and I have said we would have made great colleagues. Our aspirations, 

high standards and passion for children's learning have aligned so easily as we have spent time 

together doing joined up thinking and planning for smooth transition. As it is, we have met un-

der the circumstances where I have stewarded and prepared what was always to be hers for her 

takeover. This community values history. It values courage. And it values legacy. On the surface, 

it may appear that this school is struggling. However, the Winter is over. Spring is here. And this 

is an historic moment where your next Headteacher brings restoration and new life. The best is 

yet to come. Long live William Gilpin!  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Dan Genn 

Interim Headteacher 

 

Diary Dates 
 

APRIL 

 

Monday 13th First day of Summer Term—

    Welcome Mrs Cox 

 

Sunday 26th Frowgs Colour Run 

 

JUNE 

 

Saturday 6th  School Fete! Save the date  

   and don’t miss it!  

 

PE  Kit 
 

It would really help us if any loaned PE Kit used 

for tournaments could be washed and returned 

to school promptly 

 

Lunch Menu  
 

We will be starting back on week 3 of the 

menu rotation after Easter.  The menu is the 

same but a copy with the new dates on can 

be found further down the newsletter.  

 

 

Recorder Club 
A recorder club will be starting on Monday 

lunchtimes after Easter, from 20
th
 April, run by 

Mrs Mudge.  It will be open to children in years 

2-6 and will run from 12.30 - 1pm.  The club is 

for beginners, and those who have played be-

fore—please email the office if your child would 

like to join.  

 

 

 

Preloved uniform 
 

You will have seen the yellow boxes near re-

ception which are full of preloved uniform.  

Please do help yourselves when you need 

larger sizes as your children grow.  We would 

appreciate the help of one or two parents 

who could spare 30 minutes a week to sort 

the newly donated uniform and ensure that 

items are suitable for onward donation.  

Please contact the office if you can help. 
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HAPPY EASTER FROM FROWGS 

As we head into the Easter Holidays, we wanted to take a moment to 

look back at everything we’ve achieved together since January.  

It’s been a whirlwind of creativity, treats, and community spirit, and we 

are so proud of what our school family has accomplished. 

We kicked off the term with a bang (literally!) thanks to Kulcha and their 

African drumming workshops. The school was alive with rhythm!  

We’ve also seen some incredible talent during our Crafternoons, Candle 

Painting sessions, and the structural masterpieces created at Kapla Club. 

From the cozy vibes of our Movie Night to the 

literary dress-up fun of World Book Day, we’ve loved seeing the kids 

dive into different worlds and stories. 

Our community’s baking game is stronger than ever! With 4 Class Bake 

Sales under our belts and LOADS of hot chocolates served to warm those 

chilly afternoons, we’ve certainly kept everyone energized. 

We’ve wrapped up the term with the chaos and comedy of Break the 

Rules Day!! 

The fun doesn't stop here. We are so excited to be working under the 

leadership of our new Headteacher, Mrs Cox, as we look forward to a 

jam-packed summer term. Get these dates in your diary, you won't want 

to miss 

The Summer Fete   

The FroWGS Camp Out  

Our Food Festival  

...and plenty more surprises! 

A Massive Thank You! 

Whether you donated a cake, helped supervise a movie, or simply cheered us on, thank you. It’s 

been a busy term, and none of this would be possible without your incredible energy and support. 

You lot have been amazing! 

Wishing you all a restful and happy Easter break. The FroWGS Team  









This Easter holiday, we are celebrating the rich history of Hurst Castle with our “Then and Now” 

trail. Families are invited to explore the castle and surrounding area, following clues and answering 

questions to discover how life at Hurst Castle has changed over time. 



Good afternoon,  

 

We have the fabulous Suitcase Stories with us again this year – you may recall Jack and the Beanstalk 

from last year. 

 

A Storyteller  arrives at the library, carrying everything she needs to tell the story, of a girl called Abena 

who has to leave Ghana with her family. 

 

They travel on a boat to England and come to live in Southampton. Abena goes to school and learns 

how to fit in, however she misses her home in Ghana. The Nightjar bird shows her the New Forest and 

helps her understand that she can have two homes in her heart. 

 

This is a free event for children and there is no need to book, but we do expect this event to be popular, 

so please arrive early to avoid disappointment. 

 

(There has been a mistake on the Ringwood date, it should read Wednesday 8
th
 April.) 

 

Hopefully we shall see lots of you at the event. 


























