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Synopsis of Reading and Phonics 

 

At William Gilpin Primary School, we want to inspire an enthusiasm and passion for reading. 

Our aim is to produce children who are highly competent, reflective readers able to access the 

primary curriculum and beyond and to inspire passionate life-long readers. 

We achieve this by: 

• Choosing high quality, engaging texts for use in class. We want to use books to widen our 

children’s worlds our English Curriculum is planned around a wide range of genre including 

heritage, poetry, myths and legends, non - fiction, historical and science fiction texts. 

• Response to Reading Activities. Class teachers explicitly teach and model reading strategies 

such as prediction, inference or summarising a text. 

• Class readers. Teachers read aloud to their class every day and these books are pitched slightly 

higher than the children’s current independent reading texts. 

• Individual reading. Each child choses a book to take home, either from the well stocked library or 

from a class collection. All children are heard read regularly by adults in school, those requiring 

additional support are heard read daily by a designated adult. 

• Book Clubs. This allows children to read and discuss quality texts in a small group, either in 

lessons or as an enrichment activity. 

• Robust Assessment. A range of assessment tasks throughout the year allow staff to monitor 

progress, adapt teaching and introduce targeted in interventions to enable children to make rapid 

progress. 

• Author visits, theatre trips, book fairs and themed days enthuse and inspire children to see the 

wonder of stories outside daily lessons. 

 

Phonics and Spelling 

At the heart of learning to read is decoding therefore high quality phonics and Early Reading 

provision is crucial to producing successful readers. 

At William Gilpin phonics learning is delivered following Read Write Inc. Daily phonics teaching 

takes the form of teacher modelling, songs, stories, rhymes and multi-sensory learning. 

 Children are taught the sounds in class and individual reading books are mapped to current 

learning to give the child the opportunity to practise recognising and decoding new sounds.  

A phonics screening check takes place in the summer term of Year 1 and any children not meeting 

expectations are supported by interventions in Year 2. They will then retake the test in the summer 

term of Year 2. Additional phonics support is provided for any children not on track moving into KS2 

and delivery is age appropriate. 

 


