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HEADTEACHER UPDATE 
Dear families 

It has been an exciting and wonderful first few weeks of this half term. Our children created a fantastic 

display of poppies which were displayed beautifully in St John's church as well as in school. We hope 

you managed to see them. We were incredibly proud of our year 5 and 6 children who read at the 

Boldre War Memorial hall on Tuesday 11
th
 November as part of the memorial service. Our children 

demonstrated our school values brilliantly and it was lovely for our school to be part of our community 

remembrance. Children in other year groups took part in a remembrance held at school facilitated by 

Mrs Linsley where, once again, we were incredibly proud of everyone's contributions.  This half term 

we have continued to attend many sporting events at Priestlands. We have been incredibly proud of 

the enthusiasm and behaviour of all the children involved. As a school, we have also been fostering a 

'Love of Reading' culture this half term and are excited to hear about the children's favourite books. We 

cannot wait to see their art work and recommendations begin to be displayed in the school library.  

Mrs Williams 

Remembrance at William 

Gilpin 

Pupils from years 5 & 6 attended a Service of 

Remembrance at St Nicholas Chapel, Pilley, led 

by Chris Knox from St John’s Church.  Major 

Johnny Morris from Southampton University 

OTC told the children a story about some 

elephants in WW2, one of whom would not 

leave the task they were given 

even though in danger, until the 

bridge was secure and the villagers 

could escape.  The bridge was then 

subsequently blown.  The children 

read out the names of those who 

died in WW1 and WW2 from the parish and 

Ashwin  laid a wreath in commemoration of 

their sacrifice. 

 

Celebration 
 
 

Headteacher Awards since the last 

newsletter have gone to: 

 

 

Willow - Flo, Aggie, Enid, Asher, 

Danu and Lou 

 

Rowan - Harry G,  Cordelia, Zoryan, Harry H 

and Harry C 

 

Oak - Cleo, Emily, Annie, Megan, Milan, Oscar, 

Bertie, Harry M, Oliver and Axel 
 

Attendance Cup 

School attendance was won by Willow Class 

who took the cup this week. 

 

 

Gymnastics 
Six pupils from years 1 & 2 took part in a 

gymnastics coaching session at Priestlands. They 

practiced lots of different gymnastics moves and 

even tried trampolining!  
Parking Request 
Please could we remind parents to park 

considerately when dropping off or collecting 

children. There have been some occasions 

recently that the gate access at the side of the 

Fleur pub has been blocked and 24/7 access is 

required for Farriers and emergency Vets. Thank 

you. 
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After School Sports Clubs  
 

Our new after school sports clubs are going 

very well.  If your child would still like to sign 

up, use the link below.  The clubs are: 

 

Tuesdays until 4.15—years 1-6 gymnastics 

 

Thursdays until 4.15—year 1-6 football 

 

Sessions will cost £5— please book for the half 

term when booking.   

 

You can book online using the following link:  

 

https://bookings.superstarsportsuk.co.uk/ 
 

 

Diary Dates 

 

NOVEMBER   
 

 

Monday 24th Flu immunisation for all years 

 

Friday 28th 9.05 Parent Celebration  

   worship      

 

DECEMBER 

 

Monday 1st Open morning for parents of 

   new starters in Sep 26 

 

Tuesday 9th School closed due to power 

   cut 

 

Weds   10th Nativity performances to 

   parents (pm and eve)  

 

Friday 12th 2.30pm Christingle Service 

 

Monday 15th 9.05am Christmas music  

   concert for those learning  

   instruments 

 

Tuesday 16th Y6 Height & Weight   

   measurements  

 

Weds 17th  Christmas jumper day 

   Christmas lunch, santa dash 

   and  Frowgs Christmas market 

 

Friday 19th 9.00am School Christmas end 

   of term service at St John’s 

   Church 

Love of Reading 

We are ready to launch 

our next project and this 

time the focus is in 

reading. To kick start the 

project we are focusing 

on reading at home and 

for pleasure or 

homework.The photo 

above is of Miss Linsley 

(Zara) aged 16 with her 

cat Bèa. Although this 

photo includes a laptop, 

please only send tablet/device photos if the 

activity is reading. Mrs Nicholls, Mrs Linsley 

Ys1&2, Miss Coxon Ys 3&4 and Miss Andrassy 

Ys 5&6 will display the pictures in your child's 

English teaching classroom. 

 
Cross Country Champions of 

Courage 
 

The weather was bitter, with 
Northerly winds blowing, 
freezing temperatures chilling 
and all hoods up;  but nothing 
could hold back the William 
Gilpin Runners!  
First the Year 1s and 2s won 

silver, then Year 3s and 4s bronze;  with great 
personal bests from the 4s and outstanding first 
runs in a cross-country competition from 3s. 
Finally, the 5s and 6s. Courage took over in true 
William Gilpin style, and all the 3/4 girls ran 
again so that we had a full squad to collect 
points. The boys were fabulous with a 
commendable third first place from Ashwin! 

 

First Class 2025 
 

This week the First Class 

pictures of our super Year 

R children have been pub-

lished in the New Milton 

Advertiser and Lymington 

Times. You can pick up 

your copy with 

the First Class 2025 picture          

special from your local 

newsagent or supermarket.   

https://bookings.superstarsportsuk.co.uk/


Team Haywards Christmas 

Ride for Cancer Research UK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Team Haywards are doing a Xmas ride or 
drive (horses not cars), walkers or cyclists al-
so welcome. 
 
We will be meeting at Pilley allotments/pound 
at 11am, all we ask is a bit of festive dressing 
up and a donation for our chosen charity 
which this year will be Cancer research. 
 
We look forward to see-
ing you all there to sup-
port this much needed 
charity and to spread a 
bit of Xmas cheer. 
 




